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DITORIALS 


The Universal Invitation 
And The Effectual 
Calling 


The chief doctrinal change made in our Stand- 
ards as a result of the revisions was the introduc- 
tion of two chapters from the USA Constitution. 
Other suggested changes which would have modi- 
fied the Calvanism of the older chapters were 
not passed. Thus our present Confession has in it 
both the universal offer of the Gospel stressed in 
the added chapters and the original statements on 
fallen man’s inability to will any spiritual good ac- 
companying salvation and the consequent neces- 
sity for the new birth, or God’s effectual call. 
Moreover, the two catechisms to which we also 
subscribe in ordination remain entirely unchanged 
in their Calvinism. 


The Presbyterian Church USA has had this col- 
location of chapters longer than we have. Under 
it I found Warfield, Hodge and their Princeton 
associates teaching consistent Calvinism. In the 
booklet “The Nature Of The Church,’”’ Dr. F. W. 
Loetscher the last of these colleagues stresses both 
the universal offer of the new chapters and the 
effectual calling of the older statements. He finds 
that, “The few but important changes in the 
standards have commended themselves’ to the 


great majority of Presbyterians as evidences of | 


progress toward a better-balanced, because a more 
truly evangelical, theology. This is especially true 
of the heightened emphasis on the love of God 
and the missionary obligations of the Church.” 
The Princetonian is equally sure, however, that, 
“By his efficacious grace Christ quickens with 


spiritual life men dead in trespasses and sins, and © 


by his Word and sacraments he nourishes and en- 
riches this new creation and transforms it into his 
own likeness . . . In Calvinistic doctrine the really 
significant fact is that faith itself is a gift of God, 
and that only when sinners are made willing—by 
the recreating of divine grace—to accept the offer 
of salvation made in the gospel do they become 
members of the redeemed society ... The Calvin- 
ist would place the emphasis on the divine activity 
of the Spirit in our communion with him rather 


than on the sinner’s endeavor to ‘live in the spirit 
or by the example of Christ’ ’’. 


Similarly, Principal John Macleod of the Free 
Church commends the marrow emphasis upon the 
fact that the Gospel banquet table is spread and 
sinners are freely bidden come and eat. Thus those 
who come are guilty of no presumption in coming. 
The invitation of the Redeemer reads: Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden and | 
will give you rest. Indeed, the Redeemer came 
and lived and died and rose that there might be 
this Gospel banquet spread before the children 
of men. And He who invited on earth is now 
interceding for the grace of the Spirit and ef- 
fectually calling by His Word and Spirit. And as 
he tenderly ecalleth his own sheep by name they 
come. 


The words of our Lord Jesus and of His Apostle 
stand at their full face value ‘“No man can come 
unto me, except it were given him of my Father.” 
“No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him.” “The natura] man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them for they are spiritually discerned.” “Be- 


cause the mind of the flesh is enmity against 


God: for it is not subject to the law of God neither 
indeed can be.” 


When Erasmus asserted “a power of the 
man will, by which a man may apply himself to 
those things which lead to eternal salvation or 
turn away from the same,” Luther rejected Eras 
mus’ view as “a downright lie.”” Our Confession 
says that a natural man being altogether averse 
from that good and dead in sin is not able, by his 
own strength, to convert himself or to prepare 
himself thereto. By the fall man has been enslaved 
to his own sinful affections—to the flesh, the 
world, and the Devil. And when we fool and 
flatter the unsaved sinner into thinking he has it 
in his own power to turn to God whenever tt 
pleases him, we are not pressing him for instal 
taneous decision but rather encouraging him to 
put off decision to a more convenient time. It's 
only when the Holy Spirit conveys to him _ the 
Scriptural truth that he is wholly lost, helpless, 
undone, entirely dependent for salvation solely 
upon the mercy and the might of God that he cries 
to God to save him. It is only then that he seeks 
the Lord with a whole heart and finds the Shepherd 
because the Shepherd had first found Him. 
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Moreover, it is eminently proper for a minister 
to invite, persuade, and command sinners to do 
what they, in their own strength, cannot do, name- 
ly, repent of their sins and believe on the Lord 


‘Jesus Christ. For he is speaking as an ambassa- 


dor of the Almighty God. And this God enables 
them to do what they otherwise are unable to do. 
Such is the power of the Word of God that it gives 
being to what it gives expression. It calls the 
things that are not and being called they begin to 


be. It calls those who are dead in trespasses and 


sins and being called they live. Yes Christ calls 
today even as he called of old ‘Lazarus come 
forth’, and he who was dead comes forth alive. 
Christ commanded the man with the withered hand 
io stretch it forth. And being commanded and 
empowered by the Almighty Lord the man did 
what he could not do: he stretched forth his hand. 


—Wm. C. R. 


“Hath God Said?” 
(Genesis 3:1) 


This first question of the Bible, this subtle 
question of the serpent, is the devil’s starting point 
in his attack on mankind, and _ his attempt to 
undermine man’s faith in God. It suggests at least 
three forms of doubt to the human mind—doubt 
as to the Reality of Revelation, the Truthfulness 
of Revelation, and the Goodness of Revelation. 


“Hath God said’’? might suggest doubt as to the 
Reality of Revelation. Has God really spoken, is it 
His voice, or do we only imagine this to be His 
Word? Perhaps it may seem a little far-fetched to 
think this could have been the case with Adam 
and Eve, so fresh from the hand of God, and in 
such intimate fellowship with their Creator, but 
this is certainly the basis of his attack now on 
the Bible as the Word of God. He is constantly 
saying to modern men: “Is this Book the revealed 
will and word of God, or is it not the record of 
man’s search after God?” 


“Hath God said’? might suggest also a doubt 
as to the Truthfulness of His Word. Is what God 
says true? You will not surely die. God does not 
mean what He says. You will not die, but live a 
fuller and freer life if you eat of this tree. He 
has not quit this line of suggested unbelief. If 
God has really spoken, He does not mean it. He 
is only trying to fool or frighten or control us. 
His warnings about death and hell are not to be 
taken literally. 


“Hath God said’? may lead to another line of 
unbelief and doubt—doubt as to the Goodness and 
Love of God. Grant that God has really spoken, 
that He means what He says. Is God Good and 
Loving to thus speak? Is He not trying to keep 


something from you, some liberty, or new ad- - 


vance in thought and life? He knows that you will 
be as gods if you eat this fruit. 


a It is easy to refute the suggestions beneath this 

clever” question, but men are often beguiled into 
unbelief and crooked thinking and feelings before 
they examine the question and think through what 
Satan is trying to do. 


. Has God Spoken? “Give ear, O heavens, and 
ear, O earth, for the Lord has spoken.” Yes, God 
a spoken, in divers manners, through many 
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messengers, by all the forms of speech known to 
men. By angels, prophets, apostles, and His Son, 
He has brought to man the great facts he needs to 
know; what to believe concerning Him and what 
He requires of us. Through Law and History, 
Poetry and Epistles, He has revealed His nature 
and will. By Promise and Prophecy, by Invitation 
and Entreaty, He is calling men to Himself. 


God has spoken, and what He says is True. 
Promises have been kept, Prophecy fulfilled, and 
terrible Judgments have fallen upon those who 
heeded not His Warnings. All History, and all 
human experience prove the truthfulness of His 
Revealed Word. ; 


God has spoken, and behind the Book is a 
heart of Love for His creatures. That God is Good, 
that He is Love, can be shown in many ways— 
Creation and Providence, His Preservation, Care, 
and Concern—all these point to His Goodness and 
Love. But the best proof is Redemption, the Cross 
of Calvary. No one can doubt God’s amazing 
Grace and Love if they read and ponder John 3:16 
while standing beneath the Cross of Christ! 


May we nail the Devil’s lying question with one 
of the spikes of Calvary and never doubt these 
three great facts as we open our Bibles: God Has 
Spoken; His Word Is True; God Speaks In Love. 


—J. K. P. 


Could Happen 


Those who oppose union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, under present conditions, 
base their opposition neither on sectionalism nor 
isolationism. 


As has been stated again and again; this op- 
position stems from the’ difference in doctrine 
on the part of some and difference of viewpoint 
with reference to the importance of certain Chris- 
tian doctrines on the part of many. 


The situation has not been helped by those advo- 
cates of union, within the bounds of our Church, 
who have tried to argue that such differences do 
not exist. They do exist and doctrinal inclusiveism 
is the established practice, if not policy, of the 
Northern Church. | 


Despite this conscientious stand on the part of 
many, backed by incontrovertable evidence, there 
are those in our Church who insist on pushing the 
consummation of this union. We have yet to find 
one bit of evidence to show that these advocates 
of union have pointed out these glaring differ- 
ences in attitude to doctrine between the two 
churches, with the object of winning our Northern 
brethren back to a realization of their importance, 
showing them that until such time as first things 
are put first there is no hope of a united move 
for union. 


Do these advocates of union at any price realize 
that they can persist until they cause a split in 
our own Church? This split will come with men 
who believe what a man believes and preaches is of 
infinitely greater importance than the size of the 
denomination to which he belongs. This could 
happen. . —L.N.B. 
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Foundations 


Does Christianity have a foundation? The 
answer is unquestionably “Yes”, and Paul] has 
stated unequivocally that this foundation is Christ 
Himself. | 

If this is true, and it is true, then it is impera- 
tive that we know Who Christ is and we’ have 
this revelation of Him in the Bible. 


Dr. David James Burrell was once asked, “Do 
you mean to say that Christ and the Bible stand 
or fall together?” and his reply was: ‘‘No!, Who 
said anything about falling? They stand together!’’ 

It is tragic that so many today seem to think 


they can destroy faith in the inerrency of the — 


eg sg and still retain faith in the Christ of 
od. 

Let us never forget—the issue before us is the 
absolute authority and trustworthiness of the 
Bible. In some of our Colleges, and Seminaries, 
a question is being raised as to the trustworthiness 
of the Scriptures. We are getting increasing evi- 
dence that this is bearing fruit. 


Foundations are being shaken; faith is being 
shaken; human reason and philosophy is being 
exalted above the Word of God. 


Christ and the Bible will stand together but 
those who are stumbling on them will continue 
to be broken, (and in the process wreck the lives 
of others too). 


Why cannot we all see and admit that the 
theological trend today is towards chaos, because 
of shaken faith? Let us stand on the foundation 


which cannot move! —L.N.B. 
What Next? 
By Rev. William Crow, D.D.* 


“For a good many years we, preachers and laity 
alike, have talked much about evangelism; but we 
are guilty of a deadly parallel suggested by Mark 
Twain when he said, “Everybody talks about the 
weather, but nobody seems to do anything about 
it.’ You wonder why our interest in this most im- 
portant function of the Church lags. The answer 
is found in the statement of a moment ago, that 
we have lost the crusader spirit. I venture a guess 
that if this building, dedicated to the glory of God 
and the enlargement of His Kingdom, were offered 
to the use of any one of half a dozen agencies 
that we consider ‘irregular,’ within a few weeks’ 
time these pews would be crowded with attendants, 
morning and night. Why? Because these so-called 
‘off-color’ organizations consider themselves cru- 
saders for one cause or another. We have permitted 
ourselves to become the victims of complacency 
and of conventionalism. We take our religion as a 
matter of course. We have lost interest in our 
unregenerate neighbors, whether they live on our 
boulevards or out of bounds. If our pastor is 
nothing more than the chaplain of a group of se- 
lect families, his ministry fails, and we fail to 
measure up to the divinely voiced commission 
that is laid upon us. We need to read again about 
the vision of Simon Peter, when he saw a sheet 
let down from heaven with all kinds of creatures 
in it. If we are pricked in our hearts, it may be 
well to ask ourselves the question, ‘Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?’ | 

“What shall we do? My advice is that we come 
down out of the clouds, get our feet firmly on the 
ground, and face the situation realistically. What 
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does the Lord desire that we do, a body of Chris. 
tian people that we are? Is He satisfied that We 
continue as we have been doing for many ye 
to walk the richly carpeted floor of our admired 
sanctuary, sit on softly cushioned pews, enjoy the 
ordinances of the hour, and return to our homes 
susceptible to the feeling that we have met the 
demands of our Christian profession? If such he 
our practice, we need no further proof that we 
have not the crusader spirit. Evangelism is more 
than a high-flown theory. It is religion in action, } 
is the out-working of a compelling motive, with. 
out which neither an individual believer nor g 
congregation can be held up as an example of 
Christian efficiency. 


“John the Baptist was a most ordinary person, 
but his name is found in the top bracket on the 
roster of the immortals. The reason was that he 
refused to think of himself as the sole beneficiary 
of the saving power and love of the Messiah. Can 
we bring the idea of evangelism down to the prac. 
tical, every-day life of our local church? Certainly, 
We can gear it into the machinery that we now 
have in operation and get notable results. Evan. 
gelism is not limited to preaching or to what we 
call (for the lack of a better name), ‘Personal 
Work.’ It is the exercise of whatever gift any 
Christian may have for bringing the call of God 
to bear upon any unbelieving person. For in. 
stance, if we have the crusader spirit, we will 
meet the challenge of the empty pew, and under. 
take to fill the House of God every Sabbath day 
with people who otherwise would not be there; 
we will see to it that the attendance upon ou 
Sabbath Schoo] is inclusive, and not limited merely 
to those who belong; we will add another func- 
tion to our Auxiliary—that of community. evan- 
gelistic interest; we will survey our neighborhood, 
in order to discover the non-Christian element, 
after which we will use every legitimate means to 
bring that element into direct contact with the 
agencies of the Kingdom; these and a score of 
other plans that our initiative may prompt, will 
be put into motion, thereby demonstrating that 


we are actual and active crusaders for Christ. 


“Returning for a moment’ to the suggestion 
about making a survey of our neighborhood, may 
I pause to remark that when we do we are going 
to meet some surprises. We are going to find that 
paganism is comfortably nested in some of the 
most prominent homes on some of our most prom 
nent streets. We have been disposed to relegate 
the home mission approach to the culturally and 
intellectually underprivileged. We need to revise 
our stock notions about that. In other days it was 
not considered quite respectable for a well-to-do 
family not to be a church-going household, That 
day has passed. The field for pure evangelism 1s 
no longer limited by a zoning ordinance, but ex 
tends to the block on which we live. The rich 
young ruler was a companionable gentleman, and 
though he was so near, yet he was so far from the 
Kingdom of God. Of all the funerals that I ever 
conducted, the one that was most completely 
drenched in tragedy was that of a handsome, well- 
educated youth from one of the best homes, cul 
turally speaking, in a great city, who was shot by 
an officer of the law, in the act. of banditry. Our 
initial step in this business of supreme importance 
must be taken toward our near neighbors. The 
evangelization of the great round world mus 


begin at our own doorstep.” 


*Paragraphs from a sermon delivered to the 
First Presbyterian Church of Talledega, 
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Chaplains 


OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY 
By Tom Glasgow” 


Aside from our prime mandate to publish the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, the ‘‘Number 
One Priority” and obligation, upon our Church— 
and all churches for that matter—is the matter of 
“lacing” our returning chaplains and assisting 
them in taking up their vital ministry. 


Brethren, don’t read that sentence, think even 


- sincerely and sympathetically, “It is too bad about 


it,’ and then go on our respective busy ways. Fail- 
ing to do more, should merit the contempt of 
thoughtful right-thinking persons in and out of 
the Church! These men have dared to offer and 
sustained the separation from loved ones, many 
have been “‘under fire,’”’ some have tasted of the 
bitterness of both prison camps and all that that 
means, Others have made the supreme ‘sacrifice, 
leaving loved ones, whose care merits our deep 
concern. 


Sure you are busy,—awfully busy—but who 
isn’t! Well, many of our returned chaplains aren’t! 
A returned-.commercial employee has his job pre- 
served by law. A returning doctor, lawyer, dentist 
or other professional man can “hang out his 
shingle’’ wherever he pleases and go out after “his 
share of the business.’”? Can a minister do this? 
We know full well that he cannot and to attempt 
to do so will destroy his chances of becoming 
satisfactorily employed in his chosen and sacred 
profession. 3 


‘Brethren, this is a deadly serious matter. I 
mean just that! We know that many of our best 
ministers dared to dedicate their services in the 
vital work of ministering to the spiritual needs of 
our armed forces. It - is common knowledge that 
the spiritual ministry of our men in World War II 
ee any similar service in the history of the 
nation. 


- This sacrifice and service for each of us whose 


lads have been “under the flag” (or. who were 


concerned for the souls of these brave lads from 
what ever homes they came!) merits more concern 
by you and me for those who dared to go out with 
them to take the beloved Christ to them wherever 
duty called them to go! | | - 


_ This is no protest against the splendid work of 
Dr. Dan. Caldwell and his committee handling this 
for the Assembly! Dr. Caldwell and his associates 
have done a splendid service—‘‘over and beyond 
the call of duty” as assigned -and requested of 
them! It. is an. earnest protest against the “cock- 
eyed” complacent indifference of the YOUs and 
MEs who have given but a parting thought—if 


that miuch!=—to this vital matter: 


These returning chaplains have families to care 
for. Many need readjustment after the distracting 
experiences of campaign service. They don’t ask 


charity They. want employment in the sacred 
‘profession: to which they have.dedicated their lives, 


They crave your and my interest in their problem. 
They have wives and children to feed and clothe 
and house. Their needs are practical—deadly prac- 
tical!—-the chance to earn a living just THAT 
practical! 


But, what can WE do? Well, here are at least 
some things we can do! 1. Take the trouble to put 
ourselves in their place and see what thoughts 
are then justly ours regarding the loyalty of the 
Church for which we have dared this patriotic and 
sacrificial] service—if we do this—‘“stand in their 
shoes’”—for a thoughtful moment—we will see 
and feel the shame that is ours for our indiffer- 
ence to these chaplains’ needs. 2. If we are mem- 
bers of the “Commission on the Minister and his 
Work”’ in any Presbytery, we can really “‘go into 
action” to help these men (a) By having commit- 
tees visit every wacant church in the Presbytery 
and urging the prompt calling up of one of these 
chaplains, (b) Endeavor to get reluctant churches 
to accept a chaplain on a “limited contract” for 
one or two years, and then make final decision, 
and (c) At least have these churches call them as 
Supply Pastors! 3. See to it that the solution of 
this problem has a major place on every Presby- 
tery Program until it is solved—and I don’t mean 
“brief, pious remarks,” but vital discussion Seek- 
ing Real Action!! 4. As individuals, agitate and 
discuss this problem “in and out of season,” until 
we become truly concerned as a Church to get 
this job done! | 


Brethren, these are just some of the many 
things that can be done! You ministers who are 


now employed; fellow officers, elders and deacons, 


and church members’ who have a job, in God’s 
name, Gentlemen, I give you our returning chap- 
plains! It is a “sacred trust!” These men cannot be 
treated with careless indifference without just 
shame and contempt being laid with justice on our 
door st€ps as individuals and as a Church! God 
forbid: that this conduct be ours or the continued 


record of our beloved Church! You think I write 


too sharply? Then place yourself in the place of 
our returned chaplains; think his thoughts of the 
dangers and sacrifice of recent combat or of 
separation from loved ones, see his family whom 
he longs to feed and care for by his own _ labors 
as do we, and every self respecting man; look at 


his hands: tied- and helpless to go out and seek a 


given church or pastorate—and then, Think Again! 


“Have I been “too sharp” or have I understated 


his case and Our shame? No, brethren, our chore 


‘is to give this problem a “Number One Priority”; 


make its discussion the “lead article’ of our 
Church Papers—the key subject of our. most 
earnest church court debate—the prime concern 
of every Pastor, Officer and Member Until The 


Job Is Done! 


*Elder in Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C, 
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The Presbyterian Outlook Takes Notice 
Of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal’s Prosperity 


In the October 14th. issue of the Atlanta Consti- 
tution, one of the Contributing Editors of The 
Presbyterian Outlook, Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, had 
a most interesting column of Presbyterian Church 
News Notes with particular reference to Religious 
publications in our Church. After speaking casu- 
ally of The Presbyterian Survey and The Chris- 
tian Observer he had the following to say about 
The Presbyterian Outlook: 


“The Presbyterian Outlook is published in Rich- 
mond, Va. It is a progressive, up-to-the-minute 
purveyor of religious news, ably edited. It is not 
afraid of controversy and though frankly partisan 
on some issues, presents both sides of live ques- 
tions for the information of its readers. The Out- 
look is a staunch supporter of The Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, The World 
Council of Churches and of the movement rapidly 
gaining headway in the south for reunion with 
the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., from which the 
southern Presbyterian Church separated in 1861. 


In its present form and name, The Presbyterian 
Outlook is rather young in the field, being the 
successor of several former Presbyterian publi- 
cations such as The Presbyterian of the South, 
The Southwestern Presbyterian, The Presbyterian 
Standard and others. It advertises itself as “Old 
in Service, New in Spirit.” 


Some years ago, The Presbyterian Journal 
began publication at Weaverville, N. C. It is the 
organ of the conservative members of the church 
who are opposed to reunion with the U.S.A. 
Church, membership in the Federal Council and 
of the church taking—according to their view- 
point—too much interest in the affairs of the 
world. Since Presbyterian money seems to be 
plentiful among the conservatives, and the pre- 
servers of the status quo, this paper has not lacked 
financial] backing. One elder, a few years ago left 
it $40,000 in his wil] to carry on the fight against 
reunion.” | 


(We appreciate many of the fine things Dr. 
Oglesby has said about us in this article and feel 
that he has given a fairly accurate statement of 
that for which we stand both pro and con. We 
only wish that his last sentence were an accurate 
statement of the facts in the case. See letter from 
Mr. T. S. McPheeters at the close of this article. 
H.B.D.) 


The following form letter was mailed out by the 
Editor and Manager of The Presbyterian Outlook 
in October 1945: 


- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
| Ernest Trice Thompson | 
Editor-in-Chief 
Aubrey N. Brown 
Editor & Manager 
Richmond (19) Virginia 
October, 1946. 


Dear Mr. 


I hope you wil] count this as a personal letter, 
It is going to a number of ministers of kindred 
spirit throughout the church—men whom I know 
very well (or know about) and whose interest in 
our paper and in the progressive movement is 
always evident. If it were possible, I should like 
to write you separately-typed letters, but after all, 
each one would say the same as the others. 


The movement of the opponents of reunion, 
with their organization, the appointment of Dr. 
Wells as leader, and the promised church-wide 
campaign against the possibility of reunion, in our 
judgment, spell responsibility for us. 


One thing we feel must be done, regardless 
of when reunion is voted on or what we do in 
the meantime, is to develop a literature on the 
subject, facing and discussing the issues and sound- 
ing forth FOR union, or, as I prefer always to 
say, RE-union. 


We plan to solicit articles on the subject, some 
of which might be reprinted in a booklet to be 
used as a sourcebook on Presbyterian Reunion. To 
gar: this book would cost a good bit of money, 

ut it would be highly valuable to our people. 
Other pamphlet material should be freely distribut- 
ed. (Major Wells’ article has gone everywhere.) 


Therefore, I am writing to see if you have a 
discretionary fund available, or if you can get 
one or more individuals to make generous con- 
tributions to this work—$10.00, $25.00, $50.00, 
$100.00; somewhere there may be a person who 
wants to give as much as $1,000.00. (Dr. Dunn, 
you know, left The Journal $40,000.00.) We do 
not know what it will take, but contributions may 
be made to our “Presbyterian Associates,” a fund 
to enable people to contribute to the wider use- 
fulness of the eer and the causes it espouses. 
(The U.S.A. Tribune has a similar erp of annual 
contributors called “Presbyterian 


That is No. 1. Can you get us a good contribution 


olleagues.”) 


‘to help with some of the expenses as outlined 


above? Checks should be payable to “Presbyterian 
Associates” at the usual address of the paper. 


No. 2: Give me the names and addresses of good 
eople of wide influence who could write chal 
engingly in favor of reunion. I want to solicit 4 

number of brief paragraphs (100 words or less 


in favor of reunion, to be used with the person's 
—— Some of these would be used in the book 
et. There should be doctors, lawyers, young pe” 
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ple, insurance men, merchants, school teachers, 
nurses, miners, farmers, mothers,.etc., etc. These 
would be user under these very classifications. 
Tell us who to write for these, or you may wish to 
get some of them yourself and send them in. 


No. 3: We must challenge our leading men and 
women of prominence and influence to speak out 
on this question of reunion. Strong personalities 
are speaking vigorously and frequently on the 
other side. We must insist that our leading peo- 
ple sound-off, for there is a great mass of opinion 
in the middle of the road to be influenced one 
way or the other. In our judgment, this is very 
important. What people, do you think, should be 
encouraged to write and speak along these lines, 
because of the great weight they carry? Name a 
half-dozen or sO .... 


_No. 4: Make suggestions about fruitful projects 
for our paper to sponsor in illuminating the minds 
of our people on the question of reunion. Any 
suggestions at all—for editorial] treatment, for 
articles, for studies—will be gratefully received 
even though we may not be able to follow-up all 
that come. oe 


No. 5: Please give us, from among those favor- 
ing reunion, the names of the two ministers and 
the two laymen in each presbytery in your synod 
whose influence you consider to be most effective. 


No. 6: Finally, to what other ministers in your 
resbytery should this letter you are now reading 
be sent with the assurance that it will receive at 
least sympathetic consideration? Do not list any 
doubtful cases. 


I realize that these six requests make demands 


upon you, but it is only because we are convinc 


that you share our concern about the situation 


before us that I write. Please do not begin to think 
that we approve a hurried or forced vote on this 
question. Quite the contrary. But we must be de- 
veloping a growing body of favorable opinion 
from here on out. 


Your suggestions as to ways in which the paper 
can better serve the progress of the church and 
the Kingdom are always appreciated. I hope to 
hear from you soon on Nos. 1-6 as listed above. 


Ever gratefully, 
Signed: 
Aubrey N. Brown. 
We next print a letter from Mr. T. S. Me- 
Pheeters, of Charlotte, N. C., who is President of 
Trustees of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States and Presby- 
terian Foundation, Inc.: 
Charlotte, N. C. 
October 27, 1945. 
Dr. John M. Wells, ry 


87 Saratoga Street, 
Sumter, 


Dear Dr. Wells. 


_I have received your recent letter enclosing. the 
Circular letter of the Presbyterian Outlook. © 


Iam one of the Executors of the. Estate of Mr. 


‘Dunn ‘and. was very much surprised at the state- 
‘Ment in the. circular .referring. to .Mr.. Dunn. The 


| The Mountain Orphanage 


following is the paragraph in Mr. Dunn’s will re- 
ferring to the Southern Presbyterian Journal: 


“UNTO The Trustees of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
and the Presbyterian Foundation, Inc., Charlotte, 
North Carolina, five per centum (5%) thereof 
(residuary) to be used and applied for the follow- 
ing purposes and objects, to-wit: Same shall be 
used towards the expense of the publication and 
circulation of the Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
resently published at Weaverville, North Caro- 
ina, or if said Journal] should cease to be pub- 
lished towards the aid of some other publications 
or journals published under the auspices of the 
Presbyterian Church and dedicated to the dis- 
semination of religious education and inspiration 
in accordance with the doctrines of the Presby- 
terian Church.” 


You can see from this that no specified amount 
was mentioned. In my opinion, it will net the 
Journal the income on $7,500.00, which would be 
about $300.00 or $400.00 a year. 


For Mr. Aubrey N. Brown’s good, I hope the 
other statements he is making are more accurate 
than the one referring to Mr. Dunn. . 


With best wishes, I am 
Yours very truly, 


T. S. McPheeters. 


We do praise God for His exceeding great bless- 
ings upon The Journal’s Ministry. Hundreds of new 
subscriptions have been received within the past 
few weeks. Most of our new subscriptions are 
coming in as a result of the efforts of those who 
are already subscribers. We appreciate this and 
feel that we can continue to count on this fine 
interest and help. We definitely appeal to all those 
who are interested in the things for which The 
Journal stands to become co-laborers with us in 


this great work. —H.B.D. 


MATRONS WANTED 


Must be women of good Christian 
character. Must love children. Must 
be willing to work. Good pay. Excel- 
lent living conditions. Wonderful op- 
portunity for real Christian Service. 


If interested write at once to: 


Rev. D. R. Freeman, Supt. 


Black Mountain, N. C. : 
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Thou Shalt Whet Them Upon 
Thy Children 


By Wallace Parham‘ 


No bell rang. We children knew it was not 
healthy to come in late with some long-lost story 
as an excuse. No excuse availed when the time 
arrived for our family, and the family of an uncle 
and aunt, to gather soon after dinner every Sun- 
day for an hour with the Shorter Catechism and 
at the piano with hymnbooks. A venerable trunk, 
filled with ‘“‘family letters’? from Scotland, which 
was destroyed when one of the old plantation 
homes burned near Claiborne, quite likely held the 
story of the “why” of those Sunday afternoon 
family gatherings. My mother was sternly aware 
of her Covenanter and Scotch-Irish blood, and 
proud of the heritage of sturdiness in doctrine, 
and in religious practices, it entailed. She was 
broad in her thinking where the beliefs and prac- 
tices of other denominations were concerned; but. 
meticulous in preserving for herself and her 
family, the eternal verities, and eternal values, 
her mother had passed on as being biblical, prac- 
tical, and enjoyable when conducted with en- 
thusiasm and understanding; and a towline which, 
when once firmly tied to life as God directed, 
might stretch, but would not break. Sunday was 
not just Sunday. It was “the Sabbath.” The 13th 
and 14th verses of the 58th of Isaiah were dinned 
into the children; and the first verse in Proverbs 
assigned to me to memorize was verse 1 of the 
3rd chapter. I look back to the memories of those 
“Sabbaths”, now after almost sixty years of life, 
with deep thankfulness for my towline. It has 
stretched dangerously more times than I care to 
think about. But it did not break! Our childhood 
experiences, where the regime for Sunday is con- 
cerned, may have been exceptional. I do not know 
about that. I do know my memories are altogether 
sweet, for the parents involved gave themselves. 
My Dad would gather all the children after the 
“Shorter Catechism Hour” and take them for a 
long walk, entering into their moods, and follow- 
ing their whims, with patient, cheerful under- 
standing. Sunday with us was a day filled with 
obligations which must needs be met. It was a day 
of many inhibitions, with reading, for instance, 
confined to Bible stories and the Christian Ob- 
server; yet withal, it was made a day which could 
be stored away in memory, to be brought back 
many times and enjoyed again. In fairness, I 
emphasize again, I am sure this was’so because 
the parents gave themselves. | 


_ The example set for those who held to the prac- 
tices my folks followed was, I. am sure, God- 
approved Abraham. The law governing procedure 
was that given through Moses. The God-chosen 
unit within which new lives were to be moulded 
was the family. God has said He could trust Abra- 
ham where his children were concerned—‘“For I 
know him, that he will command his children and 
his household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord.” But art into the years 
ahead, God knew there would be many parents 
who would need admonishing; so, through Moses, 
He instituted a law concerning His ‘“words’’: 
“Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil- 


jn time to see 


dren.’”’ That directive applies to every parent til] 


the day of judgment. And it is not possible to ip. 


sist too strongly or too often that God’s unit js 
the family. His promise was, “In thee shal] al] 
families of the earth be blessed.”’ Definitely it js 
noteworthy that .God stresses so pointedly one 
specific attribute in the strength of character 
Abraham was to display, namely, the directing of 
the lives of his children in the path he, himself, 


walked; this Abraham who “believed in the Lord.” 


In our Bibles. today is a note on the word 
“teach” in Deut. 6:7 which suggests “whet, or, 
sharpen.” My old Genevan version (1580), in a 
quaint note, enlarges upon that by saying, “Some 
reade, thou shalt whet them upon thy children; to 
wit, that they may print them more deeply in 
memorie.” Thus were God’s words ‘whet upon” 
Joshua, and he assumed the responsibility for 
whetting them, in turn, upon his household—“As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Thus were God’s words whet upon Samuel and 
upon all the other heroes of the faith chapter in 
Hebrews; and were whet upon Daniel and upon 
his fellow prophets. On into New Testament times: 
thus were fhey whet upon Paul, upon Stephen, 
upon Timothy; and there in the carpenter’s home 
in Nazareth, where Jesus was “subject unto”’ his 
par they were whet upon His life so that 
e could, as a twelve-year-old boy, discuss religious 
questions with Temple leaders. Dr. Edersheim, in 
his Sketches of Jewish Life, tells us that “probably 


at the time of Christ” there were still in use little 


parchment rolls, referred to in the Talmud, made 
for children, containing such portions of Scripture 
as the “Shema” (“‘Hear, Israel’’). Deut. 6:4-9, 
Deut. 11-13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41 constituted 
the Shema. It was the “Jewish profession” (creed); 
repeated twice a day; and note well, two of the 
three passages emphasize the prime_ importance 
of impressing God’s words upon the children, faith- 
fully and without let-up. God’s fundamental rule 
for parents was whet upon children in_ earliest 
childhood. So, from the time they were six years 
old when they began to read the Scriptures them- 
selves, and prior to that through daily family 
worship and teachings of Scripture passages suc 


asthe Shema, a solid foundation for parenth 
was started at the very beginning of their lives. 


Electrical engineers set “booster stations” every 
hundred miles along high voltage lines to build 
back lost power. Just so does God set examples 
along through history of spiritual power built back 
when His commandments, His statutes and His 
judgments are whet upon children according to His 
plan for the governing of the family life of His 
po Well did David say, “Children are 4 

eritage of the Lord.” Well did Dr. J. H. Thorn: 
well supplement this by saying, “The children of 
the faithful are the heirs apparent of the promises. 
I look at my old Genevan Bible and wonder how 


many lives it has touched during the past three 


hundred and sixty-five years. It was printed jus 
e old Covenanters in Scotland 
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take their first stand in 1581 (an example of one 
of God’s booster stations). Before me, too, as I 
write, is a pamphlet of only six pages; but what a 
wealth of spiritual power it covers! “Printed in 
the year of God, 1638,” it is “The Protestation” 
of “Subscribers of the Confession of Faith and 
Covenant, lately renewed within the Kingdome of 
Scotland, made at the Mercate Crosse of Edin- 
burgh, 1638.” I wonder as I read the pamphlet if 
sme of my maternal] forbears may not have had 
a family copy of it. Certain it is, the whetting of 
those old Covenanters who “resisted unto blood” 
to “adhere to the Confession of Faith * * * com- 
pelled out of our bound duties to God, Our King, 
Native Countrey, our selves and our posteritie 
(lest our silence should be prejudicial to so im- 
portant a cause, As concerns God’s glorie and 
worship)” —-certain it is their whetting reached 
down through the years to my generation. I turn 
then to another old treasure, published twenty 
years later in 1658, it being the first collected 
edition of the Confession of Faith, the Larger 
Catechism and the Shorter Catechism; and the 
very mention of the Shorter Catechism floods my 
memory with those Sunday afternoons when, as a 


boy, we had our catechism and hymn hour. With © 


rare appreciation, one who has come along such 
a road, will read the old (1840) Presbyterian tract 
by Dr. Archibald Alexander on The Duty of Cate- 
chetical Instruction. He outlines the beginnings of 
the custom during apostolic days, and commends 
“the Scotch and their descendents in Ireland and 
America” for adhering to the practice; saying, 
“for sound religious knowledge, commend us to 
Scotch Presbyterians of every sect.” Yet let us 
hasten to acknowledge that Dr. Alexander ad- 


mitted then—a -hundred years ago—the practice - 


of whetting God’s words upon the children had 
lost power. And, my!'what we must admit today if 
we face facts frankly. 


God imposes this duty of ‘“‘whetting’” directly 
upon parents; and I agree with Dr. Ben Palmer 
who tells us in his book on The Family, it is 
definitely the responsibility of the head of the 
family—the father—to show by his life, and by 
his wholehearted consecration, a living, vital aware- 
ness of the trust God imposes. In “‘Grave and Seri- 
ous Advice of the Ministers of the Kirk of Scot- 
land” given in my 1658 item, it is recognized “the 
ordinary parts of family-Worship belongeth prop- 
erly to the head of the family;’’ but it is provided, 


“the Minister is to stir up such as are lazy, and 


train up such as are weak to a fitness for these 
exercises.” Dr. Alexander goes a step beyond that 
to insist that the elders of the church take a hand 
in whetting God’s words upon the children. Have 
things changed much in a hundred and five years 
When we hear Dr. Alexander say, “It is now be- 
coming matter of common complaint, that our 
ruling elders are not generally sensible of the im- 
portant duties which belong to their office, and 
are not well qualified to perform them’? It is 
all very well for the ministers and the elders to 
have part, but God inspired Paul to write, “Ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” Let the father who sends his children 


to Sunday School, while he sits at home and reads 


the Sunday paper, or goes out to play golf—let 
that father take an hour or so sometime and, 
using a@ good concordance, study his Bible on the 
subject of “fathers.” There are enough connota- 
ons in what he will find, of promises made to 


fathers, and of iniquities of fathers visited upon 
children, to give him plenty of food for thought, 
and plenty of incentive for a change of heart, 
if. he considers his children ‘an heritage of the 
Lord.’”’ After serving a number of years on the 
Juvenile Commission of my home county, all my 
experience there causes me to join the ranks of 
those who are convinced beyond peradventure 
that “juvenile delinquency” is a misnomer; it is 
parental] delinquency, as sO experienced 
voices say with truth today. | 


My Sunday afternoons in childhood with the 
Shorter ‘Catechism and the hymns, while they did 
not do for me all my mother hoped they would, 
exerted, I know now, an influence which has 
steadied my life many, many times. During the 
years I taught Sunday School classes of boys, the 
fellows in my classes will testify, I hammered 
home to them time and time again, that the most 
disgusting, and cowardly, and futile excuse for 
dereliction in duties toward God and His church 
is that, all too often heard, where the man or 
woman claims parents were too strict upon them 
in childhood in “whetting’’ God’s words upon their 
lives. That, to my mind, is the absolute nadir in 
both decency and gratitude. Just exactly as Christ, 
realizing the background of early religious train- 
ing in the minds of most of His hearers, knew 
their memories need only be quickened for them 
to grasp the foreshadowings of His teachings, and 
the fulfillment of the prophecies concerning Him, 
in the Old Testament, so the truth in Him might 
be clear; just so today do the minds of those upon 
whom God’s words have been whetted in child- 
hood, react to guide them in maturity to recog- 
nize error, and to shy away from any doctrine 
which, according to their evaluation of Bible truth, 
is false. The answer to such a question in the 
Shorter Catechism as, What is sin? may be 
puzzling when learned in childhood, yet later in 
life prove to be a signpost with a real directional 
value at many of life’s crossroads. Untrained con- 
sciences, which may be “clear’’ in a sense, account 
for much which is tragic in many so-called Chris- 
tian nations today. 


“Thou shalt whet them upon thy children!” Par- 
ents can take that to heart and change the com- 
plexion of a perplexed world in a generation. 


«Elder in Spring Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Spring Hill, Ala. 


A MEDITATION ON HEAVEN 
By Rev. Carl W. McMurray, Ph.D. 


Pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Marion, N. C. 


This article appeared in the November 1945 
issue of The Journal. Numerous requests have 
come in asking that it be put in pamphlet form. 
This has now been done and these are available 
at 15c per dozen or $1.00 per hundred postpaid. 
Address The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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None Other Name 


By Rev. R. D. Littleton* 


“Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is, none other name under heaven given 
— men, whereby we must be saved.” Acts 


People we have the only message that will save 
the world. Regardless of the good things there are 
in the words spoken by various men, the only one 
who can save is our Lord Jesus Christ, and he is 
the source of whatever worth while has been said 
or done by any man. He is the Light that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. There is no 
deliverance from the guilt of sin or the ravages 
of sin except in Him. Whatever deliverances any 
man has ever enjoyed have come from him, even 
as the water that watereth the earth. 


There is none other name Good Enough to save 
us from sin. The scripture includes all others 
under sin, and dependent under him for righteous- 
ness. Of all men the Bible says: “There is none 
righteous, no not one.” But of him it says, “For 
such a high priest became us, who is holy, harm- 
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens.” 


There is none other Great Enough. He is the 
only one able to take our guilt away. He it is 
that made heaven and earth, and who maketh a 
new heaven and a new earth. He is the one who 
gave us the corruptible body, and who will give 
the body incorruptible to them that trust him. 
He is the one who faced Satan and conquered 
him, who has ever beset and conquered and de- 
ceived man. He is the one who raised the dead, 
cleansed the leper, gave eyesight to the blind, 
overcame death—What other has done any of 
these things except him who leaned on Jesus for 
the’ power. 


There is none other that has done enough. Other 
men have taught. Christ taught perfectly. Other 
men have healed, but in his power. Others have 
died fas consequence of sin, but he died to take 
away our sin. Who else has taken our guilt upon 
himself? All others have had more than they 
could bear and face the judge of the earth bravely. 


There is none other with love enough. Some 
have died for good men, but Christ died for sin- 
ners, the stubborn, the proud, disobedient, rebel- 
lious, and unlovely. Truly his salvation is the 
ladder of God stretched down from heaven to 
earth to the deepest needs, the most desperate 
needs of man. 


There is none other that is able to complete 
our salvation. Christ died for our sins. But He 
lives for our justification, sanctification, and 
glorification. He lives to tell the heavenly father 
that He died for our sins who trust in Him, that 
He hath removed our guilt. His dead body is not 
a testimony against us. His body was resurrected. 
He is alive. He lives to cleanse and perfect us, to 
correct and teach us, to abide with us and in us. 
Oh and He has gone to prepare a heavenly home 
for us and to welcome us at death. What other 
can assure us that he can do the same? There is 
none other that hath sufficient control of all 

to complete and assure our desires forever: 


“All power is given unto me in heaven and in 


earth. 


There is none other that has proved Himself, 
But Christ is attested to us by fulfilled prophecy, 
witnesses who laid down their lives in Him for 
Him, by mighty signs witnessed by friends and 
enemies, and He is witnessed by a church on earth 
and in heaven that knows Him in their hearts 
Their lives are an open testimony that Christ is 
not dead but alive. Where ever have men’s lives 
been utterly changed that were bound in sin 
in crime except in Him. Where is there healing for 
men’s bodies except where His Gospel is preached, 
Where are the poor and needy counted as broth. 
ers except where Christ is known. 


II. It is a glorious salvation that Christ alone 
gives. It is freedom from the guilt of sin. 


“There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 


It is salvation from sin and its shame. “If the 
Son shall set you free, then shall ye be free in- 
deed.” “Stand fast in the liberty therefore where- 
with Christ hath made us free, and be not again 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 0 
how good it is to be free from sin, and its shame. 
How good it is to see the man who once stole, 
steal no more. ae 


It is salvation from the penalties of sin which 
the world is constantly enduring. Such as discon- 
tentment, fear, sorrow, bitterness, etc. 


It is salvation from blindness to light. Those 
that do not know of the hereafter are blind. We 
know when we die we will be received by Christ 
and kept by Him. _ 


It is deliverance from an unwholesome fellow. 
ship with people of this world to fellowship with 
Christ and His people. 


It is salvation from uncertainty to a calm cor 
fidence that He who was watching over His 


disciples, watches over us in all our ways. 


It is salvation from the greatest Peril That Ever 
Faced man. Consider the perils from which met 
have escaped. None is equal to that peril of being 
“cast out with the devil and his angels.” 


It is salvation from disapproval of God_ to 
fellowship with Him and constant access to Him 
and His abundant supplies. | 


It is salvation from fear to courage. From 
Uselessness to becoming a chosen vessel] of Jesus 
Christ, from that which He despises to that whic 
He glories in, and uses. 


It is the salvation of the body and yea of the 
earth itself. | 
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lJ. Now our Saviour wants us to accept this 
salvation by faith without delay and proclaim it 
to the world without waiting. 


“How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
q salvation?’”” We cannot afford to neglect it. 

We need not entertain false hopes that some 
other Messiah will arise. He died for our sins 
“Once For All.” If we will not accept such full 
proof as has been given, would we accept another 
with less proof. We must put on the wedding gar- 
ment He has provided. It is His Wedding. 


We cannot afford to procrastinate. Death comes 
sure and soon. He may withdraw His spirit at any 
time. And none can come to Him except the Father 


draw him. 
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You cannot afford to let others dissuade you. 
If they refuse because of wicked hearts to receive 
Him and rejoice in Him, you cannot afford to 
side with them against the Lord and His people. 
He only can take care of you for time and eternity. 


He wants you to accept this great salvation to- 
day. You can be saved today. You need not leave 
this house without Salvation, All There Is To Sal- | 
vation ... Freedom From Guilt ...From Sin... 
From Fear ... From Want. . .Freedom To Enjoy 
The Goodness of God forever. Will you take it? 
Will you go your way rejoicing, or will you go 
home to suffer greater defeats, to learn again that 
you cannot best Satan in your own strength. 


Ridder, La. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 20 
The Laws Of A People 


Scripture: Exodus 19 - 23. Devotional] Reading: 
Psalms 119:169 - 176. 


God’s LAW grows out of God’s LOVE. If we 
read Ex. 19:4-6 we will see how much God loved 
Israel. “I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought 
you to myself—then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people.”? But they must obey 
His voice and keep His covenant. Only in this way 
a they have fellowship with God, for He is 


His law is Holy and Just and Good, for it is the © 


expression of His character. Jesus said that one 
OB pac should not pass from it until all be 
ulfilled. 


The law is also our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ that we may be saved by His grace. It re- 
veals sin to us and shows us our need of a Savior. 


The 119 Psalm is a marvelous exposition of the 
law, its perfections, its value, and the love we 
should have for it. “Thy law is my delight.” “O, 
how I love thy law! it is my meditation all the 
day.” We are to hide it in our hearts that we 
might not sin against God. Why do men rebel 
against God’s law, call it irksome, and look upon 
itas a burden? It is given to us that we may have 
real liberty—the liberty that enables us to live up 
to the very best. 


|. For convenience we shall divide our Scripture 


into three parts: 


I, The Solemn Preparation For The Giving Of 
The Law. Chapter 19. 


Israel is now encamped before Mt. Sinai. Moses 
goes up to God in the mount and God 


speaks to 
him there. As a background for the law He tells 
Moses to remind the people of His gracious deal- 


ngs with them. 


He then makes a conditional promise: “If ye 
will obey—then ye shall be.” Compare this with 


the beautiful deseription of the Church in I Peter 


2:9. Paul in the Epistle to Titus also speaks of the 
neg as a people for His own possession. (Titus 


“These are the words which thou shalt speak 
unto the Children of Israel.” Here is ‘‘Verbal” 
Inspiration and even the dictating of ‘‘words” to 
Moses. Why should it be hard to believe that God 
guided these men to use the right words? How 
can the Bible be kept free from error unless the 
words as well as the thoughts are inspired? Does 
not every preacher pray that God will give him 
WORDS? Our thoughts may be splendid but if 
we have no words to express them to our congre- 
gation, then we fail in getting our message across. 
In so far as our words are inadequate, or faulty, 
we do not tell a true and complete story of Sal- 
vation. “‘Verbal” Inspiration does not make man 
a mere machine, or typist, but is the only guaran- 
tee of “Plenary” Inspiration. This is only one of 
-, many places where this same expression is 
used. 


The reply of the people in verse 8 shows that 
they had either a very feeble grasp of the deep 
meaning of the law, or a very good opinion of their 
ability to keep it. We see how soon they forgot 
their promises and broke the law. 


In verses 10 - 13 we see how necessary it was 
for them to “sanctify” themselves as they drew 
near the Holy Mount. It was indeed an awesome 
scene. In Heb. 12:18-21 the writer describes this 
awe-inspiring event. 


Israel] ought to have always remembered these 
days. We, too, should get a much needed lesson. 
Our age is an irreverent age. We rush in, without 
preparation, where angels fear to tread. It is one 
thing to come with “boldness”—holy confidence— 
to God through the Lord Jesus Christ, our Great 
High Priest, and an entirely different matter to be 
“too familiar’ in our approach. Some of us are 
old-fashioned enough to almost shudder as we hear 
some men, even preachers, omit the customary 
“Thee” and “Thou” in our prayers, addressing 
God as if He were “‘one of us.’”’ We cannot be too 
reverent in coming to God... 


We have spent much time on this chapter be- 
cause we feel that this background will help us 
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to see the majesty and holiness of the LAW of a 
Holy God. 


II. The Ten Commandments. Exodus 20:1-17. 
This part of the Law is usually considered its 
Heart—a summary of the whole 
our duty to God and man is clearly and succinctly 
set forth. A shorter summary is found in the words 
“3 yee “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy 
thy migd, and with all thy strength—and thy 
neighb@® as thyself.’”’ If we love God we will have 
no other gods before Him, or try to make an image 
of Him; we will reverence His Name, and keep 
His Day holy. It is far more pleasing to God for us 
to obey Him because we LOVE Him than to obey 
because we are afraid of Him. However, a whole- 
some “Fear”? of God is the beginning of wisdom. 


This word, “Fear’’ in the Bible means far more > 


than what we usually mean. 


The Fifth commandment is a sort of transition 
from God to our fellow-men. It deals with Home 
and our parents. It has a beautiful promise at- 
tached to it. We know of some who will be able to 
claim that promise, and we know others, we are 
sorry to say, who can make no such claim. One 
of the saddest sights of our day is to see children 
neglect those who have cared for them and sacri- 
ficed so much. On the other hand, one of the most 
blessed is to see children whose hearts are wrapped 
up in their fathers and mothers. We witnessed a 
scene like this in the hospital just the other day. 
One of the daughters said, “we can never, never, 
repay mother for what she did for us.’”’ The mother 
had broken her hip and the children were caring 
for her so tenderly. This Commandment should be 
written in the sky for our generation to read. 


The last five commandments deal with our duty 
to our ‘“neighbors.’’ Here, again, LOVE is the 
guiding principle. ‘Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor, therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law.” If we love our neighbors as ourselves, we 
will not murder, commit adultery, steal, bear false 
witness, or covet. How prevalent are ALL these 
sins. today, especially Covetousness! Does not this 
last sin lead to most of the others? ; 


Let us remember two things about the law: 
(1) It leads to Christ, through Whom. alone we 
can be saved, (2) It remains as a perfect Stand- 
ard, or Rule, to guide us in our Christian lives. 
The Life of Christ is also a Perfect Standard, of 
course, but His Life is the Law incarnated, living 
— our eyes. He fulfills the Law in every re- 
spect. | 


III. Other Commandments. Exodus 20:18 - 23:13. 


These laws deal with the minor details of Jewish 
life. They were a guide for the judges in adminis- 
tering justice. They also show God’s interest in 
the smallest concerns of our lives. Justice and 
Love are the outstanding marks of these laws. 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 27 


A People At Worship 


Scripture: Exodus 24 - 40. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 84:1-4, 9-12. 


Psalm 84 is a beautiful expression of the long- 


ing of devout hearts for fellowship with God in 
worship. “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for. 


Law, in which 


art, and with all thy soul, and with all 


the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh 
erieth out for the living God.” “For a day in thy 
courts is better than a thousand. I had rather. hg 
a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness.” With such feel. 
ings and desires we should always approach God 
in worship. How different is the attitude of the 
psalmist from the attitude of those who “trampled 
the courts” in Isaiah’s time! (See Isaiah 1:11-15) 
Should we. not “examine ourselves” when we come 
to the house of God today? - | 


In this long section from Exodus some things 
stand out conspicuously: (1) The Tabernacle— 
pees of worship, (2) The Feast Days and the 
abbath—times for. special worship, (3) The 
Priests—leaders in worship... There are also the 


Offerings used in worship, but these are dealt — 
with more at length in Leviticus, as is the case 


with the Feast Days. 


The best commentary on this part of Exodus 
and Leviticus, is the book of Hebrews, for it js 
God’s inspired explanation of the meaning of this 
Old Testament ritual, and ceremonial law. These 
things are highly typical, shadows of good things 
to come. God taught Israel in picture, type, and 
symbol. Now, since Christ, our Great High Priest 
has come, we have a new and living way into the 
very Holy of Holies, and there is no further need 
of Offerings, priests, and the elaborate ritual of 
the tabernacle and temple days. : 


Beneath these pictures and types there is a 
clear recognition of these facts: (1) Man is a 
SINNER (2) God is HOLY (3) If sinful man is 
to approach a Holy God, then a WAY must be 
prepared (4) God is the ONE to tell us HOW to 
worship. Worship MUST be acceptable to Him. 
If it does not “please Him” then it is a failure, 
and worse than a failure, for false worship, 
whether with “strange fire’ or to a “strange ob- 
ject,’”’ is an abomination to Him. It may be beauti- 
ful and attractive and highly pleasing to men, 
but is repulsive to God.. oo. 


I. The Tabernacle. The Place of Worship. The 
Tabernacle was built by a blue-print from Heaven, 
even the minutest details. Most, if not all, was 
typical, perhaps even the metals used and the 
different colors. The main features were clearly 
typical of spiritual truth as connected with the 
Plan of Salvation. 


As we approach the Tabernacle, in the outer 
court we come to the Laver, where the priests 
were to wash, typical of Cleansing, and the Brazen 
Altar where the burning of sacrifices and shedding 
of blood were prominent. “Without shedding of 
blood is no remission of sin.” 


Then, when we enter, we find the candlesticks— 
Christ, the Light of the world; the table of shew- 
bread—cChrist, the Bread of life; the altar. of in- 
cense—Prayer, in the name of Christ. Next, the 
Veil, which was rent from top to bottom when 
Christ died on the Cross, the Holy of Holies with 
its glorious ark and mercy-seat. All this is most 
impressively and beautifully explained in Hebrews. 
(See especially chapters 8-10). 


Not only were these things types, but the order 
and- arrangement of this furniture was a picture 
of the Way of approach to God, so -wonderfully 
exemplified in Christ who said, “I am the Way: 


Il. The Feasts, and The Sabbath. Special Times 
of Worship. Since we take these up more in de il 
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in our next lesson, we will only mention them 
here. In 23:14 we read, “Three times thou shalt 
keep a feast unto me in the year.” These were: 
(1) The Passover, feast of unleavened bread, (2) 
(3) The Feast of Ingathering—at the end of the 
ear, The Sabbath was also to be a special Day of 
worsip, “Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep” (31:12- 
11). We need Times for special worship. xe 


lll. The Priests. Leaders of Worship. The | 


Priests were a consecrated body of men set apart 
to lead and conduct worship. Many of the acts: of 
worship could only be performed by them. No 
ordinary man dared touch or take part. A whole 
tribe, the tribe of Levi, was set aside for this 
work, part of them being priests and part Le- 
vites. Aaron and his sons were to be é¢onsecrated 
as priests, Aaron being the High Priest, Their. con- 
secration is described in Chapter 29. There were 
many sacrifices and ceremonies in connection with 


their consecration. — 


The priests wore special garments. The High 
Priest was the “‘best dressed” man in the Old Testa- 
ment. Christ, the. Anti-Type, wore a simple robe. 


His spotless heavenly character was his clothing. 
It shone forth in resplendant glory when He was 


transfigured. | 
This Priesthood has been done away in Christ. 


We—all Christians—are now made “kings and 


priests unto God.”” We can come with “boldness” 


to the mercy-seat. We have no need for any inter- 


mediary now. Christ, our High Priest has made a 


perfect offering, His own blood, and we have no. 


occasion for human priests and animal sacrifices. 


This is so plainly explained in Hebrews, and other 
parts of the New Testament, that it is hard to see. 


how men can be enslaved by human priests. 


- We preachers today are not priests in the sense 
that these men -were. We lead.our people in wor- 
ship, it-is true, but we have no sacrifices to offer, 
nor are we “vo-betweens”’ men and God. We can 
only point men to the Lamb of God Who takes 
away sin, and to our Great Advocate, and Inter- 
cessor at the throne of grace. We glory only in 
the Priesthood of Christ and in His complete and 
finished work. If men “confess” sins to us it is 


_ only that we may help them find the only Priest 


who can absolve from sin. | 
Two Special Chapters 


-Two chapters call for notice. In chapter 32 we 
have an interruption caused by the sin of Aaron 
and the people in making the golden calf. We have 
an example here of false worship, the worship of 
God through images—the breaking of the second 
commandnient. This merited, and received, a most 
terrible punishment. It should be a warning to US 
to avoid even making pictures of God or Christ, 
certainly with any idea of worship, or as “aids 
to worship.”” Our churches should be: kept free 
from anything which detracts from the Spirituality 


Chapter 40 is the climax of the book. The Taber- 
nacle is completed, everything having been done 
“as the Lord commanded -Moses.” Would itt be 
pleasing to God? Would He accept what the people 
had so willingly given and made? The answer is 
found in these words: “The glory of the Lord 


May we strive for such an ending to all our 
worship! Do we always strive to make our worship 
pleasing to HIM? Do we not sometimes try to 
make it pleasing to MEN? | | 


Young 


Jan. 20: From Darkness To Light. 


Introduction 


The story of the progress of mankind can be 


described in the words of our topic—from dark- 
hess to light. When you wake up in a dark room 
and don’t know which way to turn you are ignorant 
of the contents of the-room, you are afraid of 


what might happen, you will probably bark your 


shin and cause pain if you move, you will surely 
Tun into any one who happens to be in the room 


and cause misunderstanding. But if the light is on. 


you-know what is in the room -and how to avoid 


hitting-the things in the room. You know who is in 


the room and how to get-along with them. 


‘In the history of our world.men have been in 
the dark about’ what our world was like, what 
things would hurt and what ones would help, what 


people in the world were like and how to get along 


with them. And so as we have come from ignorance 


to knowledge, ‘from ‘suffering .to scientific medi-| 


cine, from primitive conditions to civilization we 


ve come from darkness to light. 


_The coming of the Gospel into the hearts and 
lives of people and nations is also a passing out 


of- darkness: into light. The’ Bible describes the: 
Coming of the Christ and the Gospel many times: 
_ by these very. words. Let us look into the Word 


People’s Department _ 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster — 


and see in what ways we pass from darkness to 
light when we receive the Gospel. aS 


Scripture Lesson 
When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ we pass 
from darkness to light: 


1. In our knowledge—Matt. 4:16-17 and John 
1:18. Before Christ came people knew that God 
existed but they did not know what He was like. 
No man’ had ever seen God, but now that Christ 
has come we can see God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. To receive the Lord Jesus Christ is to pass 
from darkness to light in our knowledge. of God. 


2. In our power—Colossians 1:9-14. All of us by 
nature are bound by sin and find that though we 
know to do good we do not have the power to do 
it, and though we know to avoid evil we do not 
have ‘the power to refrain. We are under the 


power of darkness, evil. But when we believe on 


the Lord Jesus Christ the power of evil is broken: 
and we-are translated into the area where the: 
power of God operates and overcomes for us. _ 


°3. In our habits—John 3:18-19 and 1 John 1:5-7. 
While we are of the darkness we walk in the dark- 
ness of sinful:-deeds and habits, but when we re- 
ceive Christ we walk in the light of holiness and 


truth even as He is holy and true. 
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4. In our responsibility—1 Peter 2:9. We are a 
people chosen by God to do a specific job—to rep- 
resent the Lord Jesus here on earth. It was for 
this purpose that we were called out of darkness 
into His light. 3 


5. In our life work—Acts 26:15-19. Even as 
Paul was sent to the Gentiles to open their eyes 
and turn them from darkness unto light by his 
preaching, so have we been called to the same 
task. No matter how we may make our living our 
life work must be this. 


Suggestions 


After 33 years contact with all kinds of mis- 
sionaries on all the fields of the world the late 
Dr. Egbert W. Smith came to these conclusions 
about the Gospel message: 


1. Human nature is the same everywhere. 


2. When accepted the Gospel produces the same 
results everywhere. 


3. The power of the Gospe] liberates men from 
sin and produces leadership. 


4. The Holy Spirit swiftly does His character 
building work in native converts. 


Get his book “From One Generation to Another” 
and read chapter VII. It will give you much in- 
teresting material that will prove that wherever 
the Gospel is preached men turn from darkness to 
light in all areas of life. Use the Scriptural] study 
and build some talks about these impressions, 
using the material in Dr. Smith’s book. 


Jan. 27: Raw Recruits. 


Introduction 


Our Allied Armies have just won a great vic- 
tory. That victory is even more startling when we 
remember that most of the men and officers of 
that Army were civilians who a few years ago 
knew nothing of the arts of war and did not want 
to know anything. But they were molded into one 
of the best Armies the world has ever seen. 


Even so we in the Church of Jesus Christ are 
often raw recruits in the work of personal wit- 
nessing and missions, and, sadly enough, often do 
not want to be any more. But we can be trans- 
formed from raw recruits into victorious soldiers 
of the Cross if we are willing to follow the same 

th our boys did. Let’s trace that path and see 

ow it is also our spiritual and scriptural path to 
being good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


Scriptural Path 


1. Willingness—John 7:17. These fellows did 
not know anything of war, but they were willing 
to do the will of God and we shall know. 


2. Urgency—Romans 1:16-18. These fellows 
were willing because the enemy was at our very 
doors and it was urgent that something be done. 
Even so all men are lost in sin and bound for 
hell, and we Christians alone have the Gospel] that 
has the power to save. It is urgent that we go. 


3. Training—2 Timothy 2:15. These fellows left 
home and pleasures to go into training to become 
good soldiers, We too must give all diligence to 
properly train ourselves. | 


4. Sacrifice—2 Timothy 2:3. These fellows left 
home, friends, and what they wanted to do in 
order that they might do just exactly what their 
government wanted them to do. Even so we must 
present our bodies as living sacrifices unto God, 


UNSURPASSED 


do what He wants and endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


5. Dependence—Phil. 4:19. These fellows did 
not have to make a living as they went, they de. 
pended on the government they were serving to 
furnish them with everything that they needed. 
God will supply us with all we need in His service 
if we trust Him for our needs and use faithfully 
that which He supplies. 


6. Common Sense—Romans 10:9-15. These fel- 
lows were introduced to an enormous amount of 
new mechanized equipment about which they 
knew nothing and they were trained in tactics for 
a warfare that was unfamiliar to them; therefore 
they took orders and did what they were told and 
thus learned how to best use their equipment and 
become effective. We too must go out and use 
God’s method for using the equipment He has 
given. The method is set down in these verses, 

7. Submission—Matthew 28:18-20. These fel- 
lows were subject to the authority of their of- 
ficers. The secret of the strength of any army is 
the unquestioning obedience of the men to their 
officers. We are to obey in the same manner the 
Captain of our Salvation, who has all authority 
and has given command concerning our field of 
battle. | 
Suggestions 


This Scripture lesson could be followed by talks 
describing the kind of work that needs to be done 
on the various fields, the kind of workers needed, 
and the kind of training necessary in preparing 
for these tasks. . 


Not Recognized 
A story is told of a North Carolina preacher 
who lived in the days when traveling preachers 
were entertained at hotels free of charge. This 
particular preacher put up at a hotel for a few 
days, where he was most hospitably entertained by 
the host; but as he was leaving, he was much sur- 

prised to be presented with his bill. 


“Why,” he said, “I thought preachers were et 
tertained free.’ “Well,” said the innkeeper, “you 
came and ate your meals without asking the bless 
ing; no one has seen you with a Bible; you smoked 
big cigars, while you were here you talked about 
everything but religion. Pray, how were we 
know that you were a preacher? You have lived 
like a sinner, 80 now you will have to pay with the 
sinners.” 

Note: This is a blow at preachers. But it is also 
a blow at you, Mr. and Mrs. Lay Member. 
the world know that you are a Christian? 
—Missionary Baptist News. 
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Young Readers’ Page 


How Yoh-tseng 
Passed It On 
By Andrew Allison“ 


Yow-tseng, sadly pock-marked about the face, 
but sweet and wholesome of heart, wandered into 
the North Gate chapel with her friend. She had 
never had any touch with the Gospel; but like so 


many other people of her nation, she had done as — 


well as she could, and her heart was open and 
ready. The two girls stopped before a striking 
and terrible poster, showing a Chinese man in an 
attitude of great terror; and well he might be, 
for a great serpent was shown wound about him 
in tight coils from foot to head, and opening its 
horrible mouth directly in his face. Above the pic- 
ture -was one large Chinese word, “SIN’’. 


It was intended to be terrible, as some of the 


other posters so much used in Chinese evangelism 
are intended to be attractive. The two girls studied 
it. It seemed to mean: nothing to her friend, and 
she soon lost interest; but Yoh-tseng looked long 
and thoughtfully. She was not the sort of person 
that might have been expected to feel the pressure 
of sin; but The Holy Spirit, entirely unknown and 
unsuspected, was doing His blessed work. And 
soon she nodded, as one who has come to a con- 
clusion. “Yes,” said she, “I suppose that’s just 


about the way it is.’”’ And that, with no word 


spoken by any human being, was the beginning of 
her conversion. Pou 


She followed up the impression, and it was not 
long before Yoh-tseng was a student in our sweet- 
spirited little Woman’s Bible School. She grew 
like corn in the night, and soon she was recog- 
nized as a spiritual force. “‘When there’s trouble 
anywhere in the school,” said bright-faced Mrs. Li, 
the Chinese Lady Principal, “I just move Yoh- 
tseng over there; for where she goes there is 
peace.” Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God! 


The time came for her graduation, and we fixed 
upon the best place for her. first regular work. It 


was Dzang Ying So, the big sandy island where 


the work was new. There had never been a Daily 
Vacation Bible School held there; so Yoh-tseng 
and a still younger girl were assigned there, and 
out they went to their work. 


One of the first children brought in was a girl 


of twelve, stocky and strong and always smiling. 


Foo-may was the daughter of an opium smoker, 
who deplored his own condition but would do 
nothing about it. He wanted better things for her, 
so he took her to the two young ladies. Of course 
she spent most of the first day looking over these 


strange persons who, though they were good | 


middle-class Chinese like herself, from.only about 
forty miles away, were so very different. She 
drew her conclusions, and as soon as school was 
out for the day she ran to find her beloved aunt, 
Mrs. Chu. “Come with me,’ she cried excitedly, 
“and see these two women. They don’t look or talk 
or walk like anyone else, and yet they are Chi- 
nese.”’ The older lady came and saw and was con- 
quered. “You’re right,” she said; they are dif- 


ferent, and I want to be like that.”’ And to these 
two who had seen just for a few hours what the 
Spirit of God can do to a person, coveted it fo, 
themselves, and then carried it to others, is dy 
the fact that there was soon a happy little churg} 
of believers in that new spot. Me 


We soon saw that Foo-may would be better 


away from her home, so arranged that she should 


go to a fine little school at a safe distance. I shal] 
never forget the radiance of her commencement 
day, when she stood up in innocent joy in he 
pretty light green rayon dress and white shoes 
She was to enter a nurses’ training school, and 
prepare to be independent. But alas! The Japa. 


nese had something to say about it just at that 


time, and it was not possible. We -ourselves were 
soon to be interned; and so we could only commit 
the sweet, brave child to The Father and send her 
back up to the country again. There, on a little 
piece of ground left her by her father, now dead, 
Foo-may, who had looked forward so happily to 
life as a nurse, growing browner. every day, took 
up the heavy tools and planted and tended her 
little plot. | 


Unable ourselves to go where we would, we had 
had to leave to a beloved Chinese daughter the 
care of the little group of believers. But by that 
time there was another group about five miles 
away, and the dear little lady’s frail strength 


-was not equal to the two. “‘I’ll help!” said Foo- 


may. And after her hard week of field work she 
would trudge over there and teach the simple 
people. She came down to see us in Shanghai just 
on the eve of internment, and made us very happy. 


“Grandpa and. Grandma,” she said, ‘“‘it seems 
strange to me. I go over there to talk to those 
people—some of them as old as you, Grandpa—, 


and they listen to me as if I were an old teacher.” 
So she was, dear child, for The Spirit had been 
teaching her seven years since she first saw His 


work in a human personality. And we greatly 
rejoiced to hear this; but our hearts were heavy 
at the thought of her unprotected condition in a 
very evil world, for of course we had no assurance 
that we should ever see her again. . 


But comfort was just around the corner. She 
showed us a letter from an older friend, May-ya. 
“She wants me to come and help her in her little 
school; it belongs to a church in the country, and 
they have land and work on it part time. You 
know I’m not afraid of work.”? And very happy we 
were to think of her as safe and busy. But she 
had not finished. 


She showed us a tiny photograph—of a boy 
about her own age. Very bashfully she said, “This 
is May-ya’s cousin; he’s a Christian, and May-ya 


thinks maybe—ah—do you think so?” And again 
our hearts overflowed with loving joy. We did 


think so; and she had our fervent blessing, and 
she received five hundred of-the rather doubtf 
dollars then current, and she had my watch. 
And with tears on both sides she went her brave 
little way. And we believe she is safe in her own 
Christian home because dear little Yoh-tseng et 


the Spirit into her heart that day in the chapel. 


*Missionary to China. 
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‘Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


CHURCH WOMAN'S CALENDAR 
| January 1946 | 
January 1: Study Season of Foreign Missions be- 


gins. | 
January 27: Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for 
Foreign Missions begins. 
Circle Topic: “Say So” - Do I Want A Christian 
Auxiliary Topic: “The Heart of Africa.” 
Special Executive Board Action: Approval of Nom- 


inating Committee. (See Article II, Section 1, 
Local Constitution and By-Laws). 


1946 Auxiliary Birthday Offering 
Appropriate And Timely 


The Executive Committee of Home Missions 
was made happy by the announcement of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work that the Italian 
Institute in Kansas City and the Chinese Mission 
in New Orleans are to be beneficiaries of the 1946 
Auxiliary Birthday Offering. The work of these 
two splendid. Missions, each conspicuous in its 
service to people of foreign speech who have come 
to make America their home, will be strengthened 
and enlarged and made more effective in their 
Christian ministry. | 


The Italian Mission, which has been described 
as “A Warm Spot in the Heart of America,” be- 
gan almost half a century ago as a Sunday School 
in the Little Italy section of Kansas City. It has 
been handicapped through the years by an out- 
moded plant, wholly inadequate for its expanding 
Program. Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Bisceglia came to this 
Mission in 1918. Under their leadership _ this 
Mission has been brought to its place of large 
— in the life of the Italian people in Kansas 
ity. | 


A previous gift of the Auxiliary helped the 
Mission to secure the first unit of a new building. 
An appropriation from the 1946 Auxiliary Birth- 
day Offering, with the assistance of the members 
of the Mission and the friends of this work in 
Kansas City, will give this Mission the long de- 
sired Chapel for the Italian Presbyterian congre- 
a in which the whole church has a justifiable 


_ The Chinese Mission in New Orleans was. begun 
i 1884 as a Mission Sunday School by Christian 
men and women of the churches of New Orleans 
concerned for the welfare of these strangers. It is 
the only work of our Church for Chinese in this 
country. These Chinese have long been regarded 
as a Presbyterian responsibility. Miss Lois Garri- 
son, the Director of the Mission, is in touch with 


every Chinese family in the city. 


The Mission is housed in an old 
ar removed from the Chinese center. Yet, despite 


this discouraging handicap, the work has continued 
through the years and because of the faithfulness 
of the workers, many Chinese have been led into 
the Christian faith. There are today many Chris- 
tian Chinese families in New. Orleans, and there 
are Chinese members in -American churches in 


_ New Orleans. A share in the 1946 Auxiliary .Birth- 


day Offering, with the gifts of the Chinese people 
and the gifts of the good people in New Orleans, 
will enable this Mission to have a creditable build- 
ing, with church, Sunday School and young peo- 
ple’s facilities in a desirable location. The Chinese 
Christians have long asked for a ehurch of their 
own, and for this the missionaries have prayed. 


It is gratifying to the Assembly’s Executive 
Committee that the women of the church, meas- 
uring the value of these two Missions in their 
ministry to the people who have come from other 
lands to America to find their himes, will help 
provide the buildings and equipment so necessary 
for a larger and more effective service. 


No Home Mission objectives.for the 1946 Offer- 


ing of the women of our church could be more 


appropriate or more timely. We pray that this 
Offering may be generous and adequate. 


—Claude H. Pritchard, Executive Secretary, 
Executive Committee of Home Missions. 


The sudden termination of war has opened addi- 
tional doors of opportunity and special responsi- 
bility for the churches. The National War Fund 
and United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Ad- 
ministration are seeking to relieve and rehabili- 
tate the national life of stricken nations, but re- 
construction of church life is primarily a work 
which only churches can do. Funds and materials 
are needed for churches overseas to restore their 
full functioning and service as Christian insti- 
tutions and as powerful centers of life-giving in- 


_ fluence. The distinctive opportunity of the churches 


to help restore church life is beyond measure and 
of supreme significance in the establishment of 
peace. 3 


The Permanent Committee on War Relief of our 
General Assembly, through which channel our 
Church shares in this great task, is deeply grate- 
ful for the fact that the Woman’s Auxiliary has 
chosen to make the work of this Committee one 
of the objectives of the 1946-1947 Birthday Gift. 
We bring to the women of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. the thanks of the Christian people 
and Christian communities around the world. _ 


The money given through War Relief goes to 
furnish those things which the devastated Chris- 
tian communities in Europe and Asia need to 
begin again. their Christian life together. This 
includes literature, facilities for training Chris- 
tian leaders, medicine, food, clothing, buildings 
and. whatever it takes to keep people..and the 
Church alive. The money is administered by church 
people and goes from us to those that are in need 
as a token of our affection, as a rea] expression 


of the fact that in Christ’s name we care. 


Rev. Steward Herman, Jr., of our Geneva staff, 
quotes the valiant veteran anti-Nazi, Lutheran 
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Bishop Wurm of Stuttgart as providing a fit slogan 
for us al] in these crucial days—‘“Not Restoration 
But Regeneration.” It would not be enough just to 
restore things as they were before the war, even 
were that possible. There must be truly a new 
birth in spiritual] values. This is what all our lead- 
ers are working for in the entire reconstruction 
program in every country. This is an hour of rare 
opportunity for the Christian Gospel if only we 
are wise enough to probe deeply in our own hearts 
and to give and serve and love in the true spirit 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


—Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Chairman, Permanent 
Committee on War Relief, General Assembly. 


Wings For The Soul 
A New Year's Promise 


Another year I enter, 
Its history unknown; 

Oh, how my feet would tremble 
To tread its paths alone! 

But I have heard a whisper; 
I know I shall be blest: 

“My presence shall go with thee 
And I will give thee rest.” 


What will the New Year bring me? 
I og d not, must not know; 
’ Will it be love and rapture, 
, Or loneliness and woe? 
Hush! hush! I hear His whisper; 
I surely shall be blest: 
‘My presence shall go with thee 
And I will give thee rest.” 3 
— Anonymous. 
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and the Truth Shall Make YouFree” 


Standard’s Lessons 


are TRUE-T0-THE-BIBLE 


Before it can achieve political freedom, the 
world must be free spiritually. Thisis notimeto 
compromise on religion. Standard’s lessons 
without apology teach Jesus as the only begot- 
ten Son of God, the Bible as the divinely re- 
vealed Word of God. Closely Graded Lessons 
for Beginners to Young People, and Interna- 
tional Improved Uniform for ail grades. Write 
for free Prospectus on Closely Graded, and 
full information on Uniform. Name department 
in which interested. Address Desk PJ. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati *&, Ohio 


General Church News 


U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Church To Start A New 
Church Sponsored 
Church Paper 


The following editorial is copied from the De- 
cember 13, 1945, issue of The Presbyterian, Con- 
servative, U.S.A. Presbyterian Weekly, published 
at Philadelphia, Pa.: 


“Prospecting For The New Church Paper: Let- 
ters are out to all pastors from the Moderator of 
the last Genera] Assembly inviting them to make 
a church canvass to find out how many families 
will] subscribe to an ‘official’ church weekly. The 
official annual subscription card is to have a spe- 
cia] paragraph assigning five cents per week for 
this purpose. One hundred thousand are sought as 
a sign that such an official church paper is desired. 
From the sheet enclosed we gather the tentative 
name at the moment in favor is ‘Presbyterian 
Life.’ We note that forty-eight issues a year are 
planned. The total yearly estimated budget of the 
venture as at present contemplated amounts to 
$383,000.00. This breaks down into $25,000.00 for 
editor and staff, $17,000.00 for office, $60,000.00 


for overhead, promotion, travel, etc., and about 
$300,000.00 for production cost. There is nothing 
at all impossible about this project. Less than 
200,000 paid subscriptions would do it, allowing 
club rates, etc. We shall be interested to see what 


this balloting brings forth.’ 


CALLED MEETING OF THE WEST | 
HANOVER PRESBYTERY | 


A called meeting of the West Hanover Presby 
tery was held in the Rockfish Church at Greer 
field, Va. on November 13th at 2:30 in the after 
noon. Dr. John Grey, pastor of the First Churd 
of Charlottesville moderated the meeting. Th 
two items of business before the Presbytery wet 
the dismissa] of the pastor of the Rockfish Churt), 
the Rev. James Ammons, and a consideration 
the possibility of raising the salaries of preach 


‘receiving Home Mission assistance. Mr. Ammot 


was dismissed to the Norfolk Presbytery. He hi 


accepted a call to Zuni, Virginia. After much dt 


cussion, the salary of the men receiving aid fro 
the Home Missions Committee was raised to tw 


thousand dollars-a year. 
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By R. B. Donaldson* 


he improvement of church administration is 


studied by church officers and congre- 


T 
frequent! 
tions. If the church is to remain vibrant and 


effective in winning souls for Christ, it must, 


among Other things, take full advantage of the 
shility and talents of as many members as pos- 
sible. Our General Assembly in 1934 evidently had 
this in mind when it authorized the rotary system 
a3 an optional method of operating the member- 
ship of the Session and Diaconate. The rotary 
system affords an enlarged opportunity for serv- 
ice by consecrated Christian men. 


The South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church 
recently adopted the rotary system for its Session. 
The Diaconate several years ago was placed on a 
rotary basis. This church now has a membership 
of 650 members. In the Diaconate there are 15 
members and the Session is being increased from 
9 to 12 members. 


It may be interesting to other churches which 
are considering adopting a rotary system of of- 
fiers to study the plan which was used in the 
South Jacksonville Church. First, a special com- 
mittee from the Session was appointed, composed 
of Elders R. B. Donaldson, Chairman; T. J. Gil- 
bert, and A. S. Gravesen, to work out details. This 
committee met and after its plan was approved 
by the Session, it was presented to the congre- 
gation which voted that it be placed in the church. 
The plan is as follows: 


Rules To Govern The Term Of | 
Office Of Ruling Elder 


1. Definition of terms used herein: 


a. The Church Year is recognized as twelve 
(12) consecutive calendar months, beginning April 
first and extending through the succeeding March 
thirty first. 

b. The term “Full Term” is hereby defined as 
four (4) consecutive church years. 


c The term “Unexpired Term” is hereby de- 
fined as that portion of a full term to which a 
ruling elder has been elected, that has not been 
completed due to the death of such ruling elder 
or his having been duly relieved of the office. 


dA “Retired Elder” is one who is not actively 
functioning as a ruling elder by reason of having 
completed a term as ruling elder or having been 
duly relieved of his office prior to completion of 
the term thereof. | 


2. A ruling elder shall be elected in accordance 
with church law to serve either for a “full term,” 
or complete an “unexpired term.’ 


3. If a vacancy exists on April first of any 
church year in a full term, or if there exists an 
unexpired term on such date, such vacancy and/or 
anexpired term can only be filled by a majority 
vole at a congregational meeting. 


4. The Session is hereby empowered to call to 
‘ € service, for any period less than a full 
¢ yh year, and not extending beyond the end 
of the church year in which such call is made, 
an eligible retired elder, to serve as a ruling 
cider in an unexpired term. Such call shall be 
Made by a majority vote of the members of the 

n present at the time the vote is taken. 
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5. Notice of intention to hold an election by the 
Session to call a ruling elder as provided in Sec- 
tion 4 above shall be given each ruling elder by 
the clerk of the Sessiin not less than ten (10) 
days = to the date such proposed election is 
to be held. 

6. Any elder who has served one church year 
or more as a ruling elder either in a full term or 
an unexpired term, ghall not be eligible for re- 
election to the office of ruling elder until one 
church year has elapsed after due termination of 
his services as ruling elder. 


7. Retired elders shall be entitled to represent 
their church in the higher courts of the church 
when appointed by the Session or the Presbytery. 


8. Nothing in these rules shall in any way inter- 
fere with or alter the authority, duties and re- 
sponsibilities of a ruling elder as defined in The 
Book of Church Order. 3 | 


*Ruling Elder of South Jacksonville Presby- 
terian Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 


Revival At Olivet Church 
The Rev. William E. Hill, Jr., pastor of the 
West End Presbyterian Church of Hopewell, Va. 
was the preacher in a ten-day revival series held 
in the Olivet Presbyterian Church near Char- 
lottesville, Va. The meeting began Nov. -28th and 


closed Dec. 7th. The working of the Holy Spirit 


was manifest. Under heart searching preaching, a 
number accepted Christ as Saviour. A large num- 
ber made a reconsecration of their lives to the 
Lord. The highlight of the revival occurred when 
Mr. Hill preached to the boys and girls of/ the 
Meriwether-Lewis High School. When he gave the 
invitation about a hundred young people pressed 
their way to the front of the auditorium and took 
the preacher’s hand in testimony to their ac- 


ceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 


—Bruce Wideman, Pastor. 


Alba Hotel At Montreat Burns 


The Alba Hotel, one of the oldest buildings at 
Montreat, burned early on iday morning, De 
cember 28, 1945. We all rejoice that the Montreat 
College girls were at home for the Christmas holi- 
days at this time, so that no lives were lost, but 
we regret that much clothing and other personal 
belongings were lost. The building was partially 
covered by insurance, and Dr. Anderson is reported 
to be making plans to begin soon the construction 
of a modern fireproof building. 
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Bethel Presbytery 


The fall meeting of Bethel Presbytery was held 
at the First Church, York, S. C., on October 16, 
1945. Rev. C. N. Morrison, new pastor of Bethesda 
and Uriel Churches, was elected moderator. The 
presbytery decided to employ an executive secre- 
tary. A recommendation of the Nominating Com- 
mittee looking toward revision of the committees 
was referred to a special committee for recom- 
mendation at the winter meeting. The Presbytery 
heard Rev. H. E. Pressley, of the Synod of Mexico, 
on our missionary work in that country. The invi- 
tation of Unity Church, Fort Mill, S. C., for the 


winter meeting was accepted and the time set for 


Tuesday, January 15, 1946, 9:30 A.M. 
| —wW. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


Push Equal Treatments For Protestants 
In The Belgian Congo 


New York, N. Y. (RNS).—Subsidies for edu- 
cation in the Belgian Congo, heretofore monopol- 
ized by the Roman Catholic Church, will be shared 
be Protestant mission schools there if present 
plans of Belgium’s new government are carried 
out, it was reported here by Dr. Emory Ross, sec- 
retary of the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America. 


Dr. Ross revealed that he was conferring with 
officials of the Belgian Embassy in Washington, 
to formulate “reasonable conditions” for practical 
application of the Belgian Government’s promised 
policy of equal treatment for Protestant schools 
in the Congo. | 


' When the provisions have 
drawn up, Dr. Ross said, they will be submitted 
to the Congo Protestant Council at Leopoldville 
for final approval. 


He said the attitude of Belgian officials here 
was “most liberal,” and that the Belgian Govern- 
ment is seeking to put the plan, long advocated 
by Protestant groups in the U.S., into operation 
as early as possible. | 


Although in theory no discrimination exists on 
denominational grounds in the Belgian Congo, in 
practice, it was said, Roman Catholic missions 
have received the benefit of state grants which 
now amount to 37,000,000 francs per year. | 


The question of subsidies, however, is “only one 
element” in the equal treatment of Protestants 
and Roman Catholics, Dr. Ross declared. Efforts 
are also being made to obtain official recognition 
by government agencies and private industries for 
graduates of Protestant schools. Up till now, hold- 
ers of Protestant diplomas have not always had 
the same opportunities for employment as Roman 
Catholics, Dr. Ross said. 


Another proposed reform, to be carried out next 
year, is the establishment of non-Catholic schools 
‘for European children in the Congo. It is possible 
that arrangements may be made, according to Dr. 
Ross, for Protestant educational missionaries to 
cooperate in this project. AM 


Dr. Ross visited England, France, Belgium, and 
Portugal last spring in the interest of post-war 
mission activities, and at that time conferred with 
Belgian authorities on a liberalized policy toward 
Protestant missions in the Congo. z 


from a three-week visit to Japan, told the commit. 


been tentatively 


‘committee of the House of Representatives fora 


_ As the ranking minority member of the com 


CHOIR GOWNS 
PULPIT ROBES 
Vestments 


Plans Made For Bibles To Japan. 


New York, N. Y. (RNS).—The American Bibl 
Society is being asked by the Japan Committee of 
the Foreign Missions Conference of North Amer: 


‘ca to send 100,000 New Testaments in Englis, 


to Japan as soon as possible. __ Be 

At a special meeting of the Japan Committee 
here, steps were taken to provide hundreds of 
thousands of Bibles, Hymnals, and other religious 
literature to the Christian churches in Japan. 


Four American churchmen, recently returned 


tee that Japanese Christians had made urgent re. 
quests for Bibles and Testaments. : 


A thorough study of the return of missionary 
personnel to Japan, including specialists in edu. 
cation, social work, and evangelism, will be made 
by the Japan Committee. It is expected thats 
small group will be sent overseas in the nes 
future, to be followed by larger groups as the 
situation in Japan improves. _ 


Asks Investigation Of Tokyo ‘House 
Of Prostitution’ Incident 


Washington, D. C. (RSN).—Representative W. 
Sterling Cole (R.N.Y.) has asked the naval affair 


complete investigation by the committee of a chap 
lain’s report that the Navy condoned attendant 
at a “house of prostitution”. by sailors in Tok. 


mittee, Mr. Cole said in a letter to chairman (0 
Vinson (D., Ga.) that Chaplain Lawrence Lacou, 
first navy chaplain to land in Japan, claimed t 
have “personal knowledge of such an _ establish 
ment” and had written a letter to a mid-westem 


newspaper about it. 


“In the article, Chaplain Lacour recites thi 
a house of prostitution was opened under Nay 
auspices with the impression created that it wi 
safe for naval personnel, who might be s0 It 


clined, to: take advantage of its services,” Cole 


wrote to Vinson. . : 


“While the of sexual problems 
inevitably difficult, it is my view that the; polit? 
of the Navy department to sponsor officially 
house of assignation is neither’ in keeping ™ 


the traditional’ practices nor with ‘the Americtl 
sense of moral standards and conduct.” 


He demanded. an investigation: to determi! 
just what “justification” the Navy has for ‘sud 
a policy and. called for “such changes as the 
dence: might seem to indicate.” . 
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Lord’s Day Alliance Decries 


New York, N. Y. (RNS).—Both religious and 
civ] authorities are “vastly at fault” for present- 
day laxity in the observance of the Christian 
gibbath, the Lord’s Day Alliance of the United 
States was told at its 57th annual meeting here 
by Dr. Harry L. Bowlby, general secretary of the 


Alliance. 


Dr. Bowlby asserted in his annual report that 
the Church “has not taken care of the day with 
the same zeal it has had for the forcign missionary 
enterprise,” and that “it has been exceedingly lax 
in efforts to maintain the whole day for its high- 
est and its holy purpose.” 


Fone He described motion pictures, liquor sales, 

Amer gambling, sports, and weekend travel as _ con- 

English ditions “which are so corrupting the Lord’s Day, 
and cluttering up the day with a wild and devastat- 
ing commercialism.” 

we A resolution adopted by the Alliance urged 

ligiougm Protestant denominations to set aside funds to 

an. assist the interdenominational body to carry for- 


ward “an aggressive and successful campaign for 
turned the promotion of the regal claims of the Christian 
sabbath.” 

ent re- 


dent of the Alliance, and the entire executive 
committee was also renamed. 
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A Farmer Who Became 
An Apostle 
By Rev. Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. 


When the earliest forward movement for world 
evangelization sent out the first foreign mission- 
aries from Jerusalem, there lived at Cyprus, about 
forty-five miles from the base of operations, a 
man named Joses Barnabas. This man was a land- 
owner and, although a Levite, was probably quite 
wealthy. However, his spirit was that of an Ameri- 
can farmer, Timothy — who was neted for his 
generosity. When asked how he could afford to 
give so much, Timothy Coop said, “I shovel out as 
God shovels in, and the Lord’s shovel is larger 
than mine.” Barnabas in no respect resembled the 
cow concerning which I asked her owner how much 
milk she gave. He replied, “She gives nothing 
voluntarily, but if a strong man can get her into 
a corner where she can neither hook nor kick, she 
will give eleven quarts.” 


_As a Levite, Barnabas knew the law of the 
tithes, but in the excess of his goodness he did 
hot confine himself to any legal minimum. Bein: 
a landowner he knew values, and therefore had 
faith in the enterprise of carrying the Good Tid- 


ings. Being full of the Holy Ghost, he knew en- | 


ns SM thusiasm as well. So he sold his land, brought the 
oly Money realized from the sale, and laid it at the 
lly 3% Apostles’ feet. Later on he became his own mis- 
wii sionary and had a parish in Asia. Both his char- 
rial acter and his career convey a lesson to the church 
of today. God is not a beggar asking alms. He is 
our Patron, and we are nis stewaras. 


= Why should not Barnabas have successors? He 
"8 8s not the last Levite to own property or run a 


Dr. Walter Lowrie Whallon was re-elected presi- 
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farm. Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
among us for a man to sell] forty acres, or twenty 
acres, or a city lot, and lay the money at the feet 


of the Board of Foreign Missions? Would anything 


stir up the Church at Cyprus Corners sa much as 
a Barnabas episode? And would not such a man be 
a real Son of Consolation to a despondent secre- 
tary or a discouraged missionary? 


Would not the excess of love in such a gift of 
real estate have the same effect in the twentieth 
century as in the first? It must have mightily 
influenced those Cyprians who knew Barnabas 
ps We read later that earnest, missionary- 

earted Christians came from Cyprus to preach 
the Gospel at Antioch. If some present-day Bar- 
nabas led the way, would not the rest of his churen 
follow him in America just as they did in Cyprus? 


Will you make a Barnabas sale for Foreign 
Missions this year? Jewels, plates, houses, cattle, 
lots or land—anything for the excess of love’s 
sake? Will you be a Son of Consolation in this 
crisis of the world’s utter need for Christ? 


Barnabas remained in the forward movement 
all his days. In 1 Cor. 9:6-7, Paul mentions hi 
and implies that he was still in the ministry and 
self-supporting as well. But he could not have 


-missed his farm much, for tradition relates that 


“he became Bishop of Milan, preached in Rome, 
converted Clement and died a martyr in Cyprus.” 
To the end, he esteemed the cause of Christ of 
greater value than his own personal interests. . 


When we consider our comfortable homes and 
many possessions, we are reminded of the words 
carved on an old English Manse—they might have 
been written by Barnabas of Cyprus! 


- “The angels from their thrones on high 

- Look down on us with wondering eye, 
That where we are but passing guests 
We build such strong and solid nests, 
And where we hope to stay for aye— 
We scarce take pains one stone to lay.’’ 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


TO WHOM I NOW SEND THEE 


By Dr. John C. DeKorne. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
or. Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
cents. 


The work of the Christian Reformed Church 
in Nigeria “may not yet have come to the be- 
ginning of the end, but it has reached the end of 
the beginning.” This little book gives a very 
interesting account of that beginning and the 
progress made. Though individual members of the 
Christian Reformed Church had been working in 
the Sudan since 1919, it was not until 1940 that 
the Church officially entered the work there. But 
today there is a growing work along evangelistic, 
educational, and medica] lines flourishing in their 
territory. 


There have been many problems in this field, 
both for the natives and the missionaries, but the 
author states that “Jesus Christ, Who said, ‘I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life,’ is the only 
solution to the fundamental problems.” And it is 
evident that as the Church has sought to bring 
Christ to the people of the “Dark Continent,” the 
Light of the World has helped to dispel the dark- 
ness. There is still a large “trek”? ahead in the 
Sudan, but it is the author’s firm conviction that 
“The Church is already on the march, and it will 
succeeed ‘with the cross of Jesus going on be- 


fore.’”’ This little book is a challenging piece of 


—Janella Williams. 


BASES OF WORLD ORDER 


Edited by Ernest Trice Thompson and Others. 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price, 60c. 

This is the little book urged upon the churches 
by the Department of Religious Education, if the 
reviewer recalls correctly, for their study. The 
materials are largely the findings of a seminar 
conducted at the Montreat Leadership School dur- 
ing the summer of 1944 on the bases of world 
order by Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson of Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia. Many 
churches, no doubt, have engaged in the study. 
One is inclined to think, however, that few are 
qualified to conduct a study of this nature. 

The book consists of five sections. In the 
first four the bases of world order—spiritual, 
political, economic, and social—are set forth. The 
treatment unfortunately is brief. Each of these 
sections is followed by a series of questions in- 
tended to provoke discussion and by a bibliography 
of a decidedly liberal color. The use of proof 
texts is avoided; “illustrative Scripture” is used 
instead. Prominent are the pronouncements of the 
not distinctively Christian Federal Council’s com- 
missions on world order. In the final section the 
church and individuals are told what to do “to 
realize some of the immediate objectives within 
our grasp, and how we may plan to carry out 
that long-time strategy which is essential if peace 
is to be maintained and if there is to be steady 
progress toward the Christian ideal of society.” 
One gathers that the church is to assign no sec- 
ondary place to the discussion of world order. 


work. 


The reviewer does not feel qualified to discuss 
many of the issues raised by a book of this sort. 
He does venture to suggest, however, that what 
the church and the world need is a study of the 


bases of world order that departs radically fron 
the theology of the Federal Council] of Churches 
and begins with such basic truths as the absoluj, 
sovereignty of God, the universal curse of gi 
the utter helplessness of man, and salvation by 
pure grace through the substitutionary death of 
Jesus Christ. The Reformed faith has the answer 
to the world’s ills. Readers could wish that this 
book gave it. —Adrian De Young, 


@ 


JUNIOR SYSTEMATICS 


Published by the Theological Seminary of The 
Reformed Episcopal Church, 25 South 48rd 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $1.75. 


Dr. Van Til prepared this syllabus for class 
work in Westminster Theological Seminary. | 
contains sixteen chapters on Systematic Theology 
dealing especially with Christian «gpa 
The Idea of Revelation, The Knowability of God, 
The Trinity, and The Attributes of God. 


Professor Van Til possesses that fine quality of 
mind which we usually designate as consistency of 
thought. He is able to appreciate the organic 
relationship of the great body of Christian Truth, 
As an evidence of this we quote a significant 
passage on the Inspiration of Scripture. Sensing 
that many well meaning Christians are today prone 
to compromise the doctrine of the Inspiration of 


_ Seripture and do not realize that this article of 


our faith is bound up with Christianity in its en 
tirety he wrote: 


‘“‘We have sought constantly to bring the whole 
doctrine of Scripture into organic relation to the 
person and work of Christ. Then we have also 
sought to show that the whole of Christianity 
is to be organically related to theism. Now, it is 
of particular importance to note that the i- 


- spiration of Scripture is not a doctrine that stands 


by itself, but is uothing else than the logical 
climax of the concept of Scripture as a part of 
the whole of Christian Theism. It is only if we 
see it as such that we shall see the importance of 
holding to it. We have seen that, as sinners, We 
need an absolutely authoritative revelation of God. 
The least bit of insertion of false interpretation 
would break the interpretation of God as author 
tative interpretation.” 


Fortunate indeed are theological students who 
have the privilege of sitting at the feet of thi 
distinguished teacher of the Reformed Faith. Those 
who are unable to embrace this opportunity wil 
derive much spiritual and intellectual value from 
a careful study of this syllabus. 

—John R. Richardson. 


CHRIST SET THE WORLD ARIGHT! 


Walter A. Maier, Ph.D., D.D. Concordia Pub 
lishing House, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price, $1.76. 


Christ, Set The World Aright is the_ twelfth 
volume in the series of radio messages delivered 
by America’s greatest radio preacher. Throughout! 
this book the emphasis is placed upon Christ # 
the atoning Son of God and the only One in Whom 
hope may be found for a war-torn world. Thes 
messages have resulted in many conversions 4 
reconsecrations. Thousands of letters testify 4 
their fruitfulness. It is pointed out in the forewo 
that a number of Roman Catholic listeners hav 
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pen brought to the Protestant position through 
these gospel sermons. 


These twenty-two sermons are constructed to 
glorify Christ, magnify the sanctity of the home 
and stabilize individuals. The sermon entitled, 
“Our Great Need” is a masterpiece. In this mes- 
sage Dr. Maier strenuously affirms that America’s 
greatest need is the necessity of hearing and 
believing Christ’s Word. —John R. Richardson. 


Words Of Appreciation For 
“Christ The Hope Of Glory” 

A Study In Christological Escatology. By Dr. 
William Childs Robinson. Wm. B. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company. $3.00. | 

“This, to me, is One of the most satisfactory 


treatments of the subject of Christian Escatology - 


that I have read. It gives us, in simple language 
which the layman ought to be able to understand, 
an exposition of what our Scriptures teach con- 
cerning this hope.’”? Donald W. Richardson, Pro- 


fessor of Christian Missions and Comparative Re- 


lgion, Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 


Va, 

“To me the most striking feature of your book 
is the way in which many years of close and broad 
study are made contributory to your statement 
and exposition of major and minor points. “You 
have produced a sort of distillation of the history 


of Christian thought, concisely and correctly ap-_ 


plied to your subjects. Over and over again, 
which like a doctor’s prescription for spirits, this 
distillation is available where needed by explaina- 
tion and edification.”? Wm. T. Riviere, Lt. Col. 
Infantry. 

“A profound and scholarly book by the eminent 
Sener the Columbia Theological Seminary, 
ecatur, Ga. 


“The Author was chosen by the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary of Richmond, Va., to deliver these 
lectures on this vital theme. 


“The entire structure of the Bible involves the 
expectation of the Lord’s return. Christ spoke of 
Himself as the Coming One. The miracle of the 
resurrection is a mighty movement of life going 
out from God to recreate the cosmos and lead to 
its final consummation. , | 


“The reader is left with a sense of the immi- 
nency of the coming of the Lord, and our vital, 
personal place in the completed plan of redemp- 
tion, objective as well as subjective.’? The Banner, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


= 


_We will take your order for this book at the 
listed cash price: Cloth, $3.00. | 


We will send a free postpaid copy to anyone 
sending in ten new subscriptions to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal] at $1.00 per year. Here is 
an opportunity for ministers to get a wonderful 

‘ free, and at the same time render a real 
service to The Southern Presbyterian Journal and 
to those whose subscriptions they may help to get. 


wane mee Journal Company, 
THE HOLY SPIRIT — OUR 
SPIRITUAL MOTHER 


y L, T. Wilds, D.D. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
& Price, 75c : | 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


“The church today,’ Dr. Wilds tells us, “has 
added organization to organization, yet she is 
like an ocean liner, fully equipped, manned, and 
loaded with passengers—but with insufficient 
power in its engines.’’ This needed power is the 
Holy Spirit. We agree with the author in this 
observation. 


Every member of the church should read this 


- small book that gives a vast amount of knowledge 


(backed with Scripture verses)—first, of the Spirit 
Himself, and secondly, of the Spirit’s relationship 
to the Christian. We are told of the character and 


‘symbols of the Spirit, as well as His work in the 


Old and New Testaments. Especially helpful be- 


cause of their practicality are the chapters on 


what the Spirit can and will do in and through a 
Christian’s life if he will let Him have full sway. 
We must ask God, then, to fill us with His Spirit, 


_ for Christ tells us, “‘How much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 


that ask Him.” —Lucile Liddell. | 


THE COVENANT IDEA IN NEW 
ENGLAND THEOLOGY 


Peter Y. De Jong, Ph.D. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
yr Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price, 
Why New England lost its Calvinism is an im- 


portant. question for Reformed churches of our 
own time. To know the answer could serve to 


-~ protect them against that same dreadful loss. To 


depart from the Reformed faith is nothing less 
than to depart from consistent Christianity. : 


The answer to the question is, of course, com- 
lex. Dr. De Jong, a minister in the Christian 
eformed Church, points out conclusively that 
New England’s departure from Calvinism was due 
to no small extent to the complete obscuring of the 
idea of the covenant relationship of the individual 
and his family to God in Christ. The author is 
thoroughly qualified to discuss his subject. He is 
well versed in the literature of the covenant. 


He knows the Reformed theology just as it is— 


a covenant theology. 


In the first section of his book Dr. De Jong 
offers a brief but valuable study of the doctrine 
of the covenant as developed in Europe’s Protes- 
tant churches, especially in those of Calvinistic 
origin. There follows a careful outline’ of the 
manner in which the American Puritans adopted 
the theory and the development of it during the 
first two centuries of Congregationa] history in 
New England (1620-1847). Finally, the author 
makes an appraisal] of the change and points to 
the completely new conception of God and His 
gracious dealing with men which resulted. 


This is essential reading for Presbyterians, for 
we are treading New England’s path. With us the 
doctrine of the covenant is almost a discarded de- 
vice. We cannot escape New England’s end. Not 
afew already are anxious for “a milder Calvin- 
ism.” That, of course, is no Calvinism at all. 


Many a reader will find himself resolving to 
study and to declare the doctrine and the impli- 
cations of the covenant of grace. They will join 
with the reviewer and others in the wish that Dr. 
De Jong. will write again on this important theme. 


—Adrian De Young. 
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